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“The most seamless continuation of A New Hope any Star Wars fan could
ask forwithout Harrison Ford and Mark Hamill acting it out in front of them.”
~ ComicVine.com . 3

Lukie Skywalker and the ragtag rebels opposing the Galactic:Empire are fresh off their biggest
vietory so far— the destruction of the massive Death Star. But the Empire's not toppled yet! Join

Luke, Princess Leia, Han Solo, Chewbacca, C-3P0, R2-D2 and the rest of the Rebel Alliance
as they fight for freedom against Darth Vader and his evil master, the Emperor! When a
rebel assault goes wrong, Han and Lela must think fast to make their.escape — while
Luke comes face-to-face with Darth Vader! In the explosive aftermath, @ humbled
Luke - returns to Tatooing to learn more about his' mentor, Obl-Wan Kenobl.
Meanwhille, Lela and Han undertake a vital — and dangerous — secret mission,

But can they succeed without Luke? Plus: the menace of Boba Fett!

“If you're not already excited for the new Star

Wars comics, you will be...you will be. This is

exactly the Star Wars comic | was hoping for.”
* — Comic¥ine Com .

Collecting Star Wats (2015)-41-5, witten by y G
Jason Aaron and llustrated by John Cassaday, * - IWP W
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a ¢opy of the original trilogy. on VHS.
| stumtied upon them and dacided
Id make a day of watcaing. Cespita
somehow getting e lapes wiced up anil
accidantally watching. Fmpire before .A
New Hope, | had found my first true love!
All tiose incredible moments, watzaing
the movies then, are foraver searéd into
iy wind, and here are hese ncreditle
books capturing eveiything | love about
Star Wars, but imbued with & certain

newrangled flair, that | can't seem to put *

down. You'ra doing it gerfectly (in &t least
ore fan's opirion), 50 please don't stop
any time soon 1-uly can't wat to sea
where this story is going, and | nzed to
Know whets i that box!
- Scott Petzer
Huntsville, AL

“Thanks for the great etter, Scott. Glad
you're enjoying the ride. This issue,
you got @ glimpse of what was inside
Ihat mystorious box. And next issus,
you'll learn even more of ils secrels.

HI, 4
My name i’ James, and | am five
years old. Your Star Wars comics are
aviesame. My dad rezds Star Warsto me
every month. | like the stories becausa
they havo a lot of agtion. | want to 50
Wicket in the comic.

James L.

Hey, thanks, James! | love to hear that
you and your dad are reading fbe book
together, 1 do the same thing with my
‘son. And hey, I'm a big Wicket fan too.
There are no-plans right now for any
Ewoks 10 show up in this series, but 'l
see what | can do.

First off | want 1o szy great work to
everyne involved. I've been @ long time
Star Wars fan and I'm eating up this in-
between epiosdzs 4 and 5 story arc. |
also. realy 2njoy the. artwork and can't
everi startto imagine the time and effort
it laking {0 gel these books cul on
schedule. Hats off to everyone. Now the
question: Since this is eIl canon with the
Star Wars universe, how much lceviay do
the writsrs have in the sicry? Obiously
vre il kiow the main cast survizes their
close cals with Veder and eventually
Boba Fett ( really want to see a space
batle actwcen Boba Foft- and Luke
Shave | vs X-aing would be EPIC) sc the
suspense Is kind of mool. - Homever I'm
il xcited 10 se2 what other charzoters
will be showing up in.this story arc. (1G-
85 mayte?) Without spoiling too much,
how ‘ar is this story going 10.g?. And
wihen e story caiches Lp to Empire wil

HEATHER ANTOS. ¢
ASSISTRT EOITOR.

it gloss.over the events of the film and
sfartin after? Granicd I'm getting ahead
of myself but | eclly hepe this continues
o and beyond the rew filins currently in
the works. | guess | shoukd stop now just
in case this does uet printed. | don't want
1o kil space for other paople’s etters.
Thanks for another great comic for my
pull
Jon McManus
Ontaric Carada.

Hey, Jon. As you can ses Ihis issue,
we have been able fo mix things up a bit
and put togelher a few surprises, like
having Luke go face-to-face with Boba
Fetl and Introducing a new character
with a rather surprising_ connection
1o Han Solo. Golng forward, that will
continue (o be the plan. There'll be
more existing characlers popping up
from " time -to_time, including some
of thosa bounty_hunlers like 1G-8.
And thers'll be more new characters
as well. And iore joteresting and
surprising encounters. As for how this
series eventually dovelails.with Empire
Strikes - Back...'m aleaid youl just
have to walt and see on thal one. As far
a5 I'm concemed, we've got a fol more
staries ta go bafore we ge to that paint,

Jason, Jon, Laura and Cheis,.. THANK
Yoult

How cool s it 10.be playing in this
univeirse??

I've been having a blest reading th four
issues that are out 50 far and cen't waif
for.more!

Jason, the wrting s fantastict | can
easily hear Ui characters. say Ureir
dialogue in my head. From ltl cuips that
S0l0 says fo the powerful commanding
tore that ‘Vader” pessesses, everyone
is ‘spot-on and. fesls right. The new
chiracter in #4 Vs already piqued my
interest and 'm excited ta sez everyone's
paths star to cross.

John arid Laura, the art s incrodisiol
Really digging. the double pages i the
issues so far, especially Veder in Jebbas
palace!

Also, how was ‘sitting down with the
stary groun? Lo you know the basic plot
of The Force Awakens and everything
else coing on so you con't cantradict
anything? Thanks!

Vay the Force be with you... lways!!

“Kyle V. Dk Lord of the Sith
PS. Keep the Fett coming!!

Sitting down with the Lucasfim Story
Group is always a blast. Thoss psople
teally live and breathe all things Star
Wars, so its always exciling fo work

JORDAN D. WHITE -
EDITOR

* For_now a leasl. Given how huge

out story details with them. As for The
Force Awakens, | probably don't kriow
much mare about It than you do. What

L do know for certain is that I'll be right

there in ling come December.

Dear Star Wars Team,

When Marvel. znnounced they were
doinga Star Warsbook| wes prelly stoked
‘Then they znnounced the amazing team
of Mr. Aaron, Mr. Cassaday, Ms. Martin
and Mr. Efopoulos and | was sold. Four
Tsu8s later and It has been en amazing
ride. Tre story Instantly dropped me into
& familar territory with: characters frat
Ave missed dearly. I'm sure Im not the
only one wh fistons to John Williams as
1 1ead thass books and that's vhat makes
It 5o fun ard enjoyable. A tip of the Fat
1o M. Cassaday for ma<ng all the pages
Iook 5o great. Keep up the great work.all
of you! May the Force be with you!

~Mason Tripp-

You'te definilely not the only one who
pulls out the. John Williams score,
Mason. | do it whenever | sit down to
writa the book. And yes, hals off o our
amazing art team, Unfortunately, ths Is
the last issue for artist John Cassaday.

Star Wars fan John is and how much
fun he's_been having (which shows*
In his gorgeous pagas), I'd be really
surprised.if we'dseen the last of him
‘atound these parts.

Which brings 0 to next issue, which
opening the pages of Ben
enobi's journals fora special flashback
adventure. And we'll alsa welcome the
Incredible arlist Simone Bianchi to
these pages. Simone and | have worked
together before on a dark little orig
story called Thanos Rising. Now you
gel see the Star Wars universe throigh
the lens of Simone’s amazing style.
Exactly what sort of mischiel did Old
Ben get up 1o all these years he was
hiding out on Tatooine? Next issus, we
start o find out

And after that, our next big arc kicks

“off In issue #8 and sees Superstar

artist Stuart Immonen join the team.
Who is Sana Solo? Where toes Luke
go next? And wha s the'secret of the
Smuggler's Moon? Those answiers and
more SuTprises are coming your way.
Hope to see you there.

Until then, may the Force be. .well,
you know

 Jason Aaron

KC, May the ath, 2015

C.B. CEBULSKI
EXCCUTIVE EDITOR
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LEAVE THEIR WEAPONS
HERE, YOU WILL ALL
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BLASTERS,
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MATERIALS WE REQUIRE
AND WILL TAKE THE PAY
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THIS IS THE LARGEST
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T+ GALAXY, ONE THAT
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FRE PREPARED FOR
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STARWORDS:

Write us at StarWars@Marvel.com if you want to make in into a future letlers page.

Don't forget to mark the letter “OK TO PRINT.”

Hello and welcome to the firs! Marvel
Comics Siar Wars letters column in...
wow, 29 years. How wild is that?

* Marvel published the very first Star

Wars comic back back In Aprl 1977,
more than a month before the original
film was even roleased. That series
ran for 107 issues, plus Annuals and a
‘Return of the Jed! mini-serics. The last
Issue came out in June of 1986. o it's
een that long since we wers able to
do somethingfike ths in the pages of a
Marvel comic.

Let me starl things off just by saying
how thrilled | am to be part of all this.
I'm Jason Aaran, by the wiay, the guy
whowrites the book you're now holding.
Anil hopetully it shows wihin the pages
of each and every issue of this series
just how much fun I'm having. How
much fun we're ALL having, 'm sure

. 1'speak for all of us here In a galaxy
far, far away ihen | say... THANK YOU!
Thank you for fhe amazing response
to these new Star Wars comics. In
case you didn't heat, the first issue of
this series sold over 2 million copies,
making It the best-selling American
comic book in 20 years. And prelty
misch every issue since has sold outand
gone into multiple printings. And that's
ot Just with this series. Marval's Darif

Vadsr and_Princess Lela setles havs
been chart-lopping hils. It's certainly
an excifing time fo he a part of the
Star Wars universe. And as far as I'm
concerned, we're just getting statted.

‘Now bring on the Iatters!

W
Just wantad fo send all of the folcs
viorking on Star Wars a note fo say
“thanks” - I'd never read a comic unil |
piskat up Star Wars #1 and | was very
pleasanty swept cif my feet. Yall ar2
doing a greal job vt the characters and
1 can't wait to e where the story goss
from here, This has been my gateway
into other comics (not surs my wallet is
as grateful for that as | am) - I'e sinzs
“discovered anc plowed my vy through
a handful of cther series and am now
hopelessly addicied and avait éach
Wedresday vt bated breath.
Thanks again - can't viait to see vhat's
aead.
Heath

Welcome to the fold, Heatl
made a wise decision.
1 can't remember a time-whee 2 rew

You've

menthly fitle staried out vith such'a

bang. When you quys were given the

assignment to co Star Wars did you feel

ke ids in a candy shop? Keep up the
good work-

Justin Reeves

Pleazant Grove, Utah

1'still feel like a Kid In a candy shop,
Justin. | think we all do. When-we firs!

started putting together these new Star-

Wars ttles, a bunch of us from Marvel
went oot to San Francisco for meetings
with Lucastilm, and as a part of thal,
we got a tour of the Skywalker Ranch
and the Lucasfilm. archives. So yeah,
e definitely all felt like kids that day,
‘as we stood in a room ‘surrounded by
lightsabers -and blasters and speeder
bikes. And even the Ark o the Covenanil
T'vé trled o retain that feeling and put It
into every issue of this series.

Wi, -
1 ust read Star Wars #41 [tis anesorie!
1 teally ke how the.Star Wars and Darth
Vater series are closely connected! |
can't wait 10 read #5 znd to see what
hapoens when Boba Fett-catches up to
Luka! | hope Boba Fett gels his oym
comic saries soon!

Troy Vevasis

Thanks, ‘Troy. And yeah . you'll
continue to see a strong connection
between ihis serles and writer Kieron
Gillen's DARTH VADER. No plans just
yel for a Boba Fell series, but you never
know when that gquy might be popping
up next.

Hey Guys and Gals!

Once again, thanks for puting out a
greal issue this month. |1 defnitely sets
up the nawr arc well, anc. it 's neatta

see Darth Vader in the company of the .

qalaxy's favorite Hutt. | know this is a
little on the speculatve side, bu.the
female “bounty hunter”...She seems to
dress in a way fhal i$somevhat familiar
to a certain Empercr's Hard frcm the
Logends universe. I5 thers some sorl
of lnk here? Am ! pullng at strans? |
hope a litle more info is._snared with
us in coming issues regarding this
chagacter If you'te reintroducing who |
speclate you are, then boy, ar | every
oycitod! I its.a new charactor, then all
| can sey IS that you've dosigned -quite
the cold. caleulating, and ‘dangerous
worian! Mysterious chavaclers aside,

1 just wanted o say thal the vy the .
classic characters haze besn viritten and
eppronched is really close to bow ey
onignal were portrayed. THis is definitely
& strong point that hee been presentin
all of the.books so far, and the team is
doing a qrezt job here: Han's character,
mannerisms. and essence in particular
have been oretty-cccurate so far. Okay,
therss my- two gents “worth. Looking
forward to s22ing what the future holds.
May the Force be wih youl
Altoe best,
Stephen -

PS. - Boba Fett sure means business,
doesnt hiz?

Yes, he_does, Stephen. Hope you
enjoyed this issue’s big throw down
between Fett and Luke. And as for
the mysterious -newcharacter you
mention...well, as you can see from
the end' of this very issue, she’s nol
exaclly what you were expecting. Bul
there’sclearly a lotmore mystery leftto
explore when it comes to her.

Hey guys! Love the comic, you've really”

managed to capture the magic of te

vriginal*triogy. Who are your favorte
Siar Wars characters and wiy?

May the Force oe with you,

Bryanin Y

My favorite cne fc write has prohably
been Vader. He's such a terrific villain.
And I'va loved being able to have him
cut focse ang really Kick some batt.
Anybody else wanna chime in?

Jordan B: White: C-3P0 is my tavorile
chatacter. He makes me smile—hes
very put upon and 2. very vawitiing
paricipant n ovuch of the saga....ut |
ik he rings super frve, afd | feel o
for him.

Heather Antos: 1. have- lo say 0-6-0
a0d BT are probably the most furfor
me. Wha's better tharievil ‘assassin
verslons of £-3P0 and.RZ-D27

Firstof al, | wart to say thank you to M.
Jzson Aaron and to Manve for bringing
this incredible- set of comics into e
world! | can't tell you b mportant Siar
Warsis to me. As a child, my dad eft te
family and he keft  lot of his belongings
behind. One of the things he. sesminaly
(et | cai't urderstand how), forgot was
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~ SKYWALKER STRIKES
On the heels of Iits greatest victory .

. against the evil Galactic . Empire, the
destruction of the Death Star, the Rebe\
Alliance is pushlng its advantage.

Princess Leia O‘rgana'has led a covert
team in an attack on Cymoon 1, possibly
the largest weapons factory in the entire
Empire. Posing as emissaries from an
Outer Rim crime syndicate, they gained

access and planted charges.
the "‘fully automated”

" Unfortunately, :
factory - also contains  a. number of
" innocent slave workers. Now, the Rebels
race to escape with the freed slaves
before the factory is destroyed—a task
made far more difficult by the arrival of
Sith Lord Darth Vader on the moon.... .
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